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State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/09/14 Part 1 (4:44) Opening, Call to 
Order, Roll Call, Approval of Agenda, Approval of Minutes, Formal Public Comment 

 Meeting called to order at 1:01 p.m.  The following members of the State Board were 

present:  Dr. Teri Quinn Gray, President; Jorge L. Melendez, Vice President; Gregory B. 

Coverdale, Jr.; G. Patrick Heffernan, Randall L. Hughes, III, Barbara B. Rutt, and Dr. Terry M. 

Whittaker.  Secretary of Education Mark Murphy was present to serve as the Executive Secretary 

for the State Board and the Board’s Executive Director, Donna Johnson, was also present.   

 Attached is the sign in sheet of attendees for the Board meeting.  The agenda was 

approved as amended.  Three regulations from the Professional Standards Board were added for 

publication to the agenda.  The motion was made by Mr. Coverdale and seconded by Mr. 

Melendez.  The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.   

 Minutes from the September work session were distributed prior to the meeting.  A 

motion was made by Dr. Whittaker to approve the minutes of the work session of September 18, 

2014 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Melendez and carried unanimously by 

voice vote.  Mrs. Rutt abstained. 

 Minutes from the regular meeting of September 18, 2014 were distributed prior to the 

meeting.  A motion was made by Mrs. Rutt to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of as 

presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Whittaker and carried unanimously by voice vote.   

 One individual had signed up to address the Board for public comment.  Jea Street 

representing the NAACP spoke on his support for Moyer Academy and how the City of 

Wilmington is losing its schools.  He noted that all of the schools from the former De La Warr 

District are closed and he feels that having no public schools in the City of Wilmington is a 

violation of the Neighborhood Schools Act. 

State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/9/14 (12:01) Part 2 Committee Reports 
from State Board Members, Update and Information from Executive Director, Update on 
Literacy Campaign Efforts, Secretary’s Report 

 Board members highlighted their monthly activities.  Ms. Johnson spoke on how 

organizations like the United Way are improving literacy and on her visit to Booker T. 

Washington Elementary School in the Capital School District.  Dr. Gray highlighted her 

activities including attending the Christina School District Board meeting, CAECC meetings and 

the P-20 Council.  Ms. Johnson provided an update on the Board’s Literacy Campaign.   

 Secretary Murphy provided his monthly report.  He noted that College Application 

Month is upon us and that every high school in the state is participating this year.  This program 

began just two years ago with only two high schools participating.  The Board was provided with 

information on how half of all Delaware students entering college need to take remedial courses.  

A pilot program has begun in Laurel High School, Woodbridge High School and Concord High 

School in the Brandywine School District.  The pilot will offer the course Foundation of Math 

which will help students attain the skills needed for college.   
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State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/9/14 (52:41) Part 3 Breakfast First 
Initiative, School Nutrition Initiatives and Overview of the Community Eligibility Program 
(CEP) 

 Chad Robinson from the Food Bank of Delaware, provided information on the Breakfast 

First Initiative and how breakfast plays an important in student learning.  Mr. Robinson 

highlighted the programs available:  Breakfast in the Classroom, Grab and Go and Second 

Chance.  The Food Bank of Delaware has initiated the School Breakfast Challenge where 

schools can receive cash incentives for gains in breakfast participation.   

 Aimee Beam from the Department’s Child Nutrition Work Group, presented to the Board 

the many USDA Nutrition Programs offered in the state.  The Department provides 

reimbursement to School Food Authorities who serve reimbursable meals to students.  Students 

qualify for free or reduced meals based on household size/income.  Provision schools that 

participate in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) also provide free meals that are 

reimbursed.  Ms. Beam noted that 96 schools are participating in the CEP program which 

provides breakfast and lunch for free to over 46,000 students.  She also stated that every district 

offers breakfast in every school.  The Board learned how many schools are participating in the 

breakfast programs and Grab and Go has the highest participation with 67 schools.  Ms. Beam 

also provided information on the Summer Food Service Program, the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 

Program and Farm to School.   

State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/9/14 (33:44) Part 4 CTE Presentation 

 Luke Rhine, Director of the Career and Technical Education and STEM Work Group, 

provided the Board with an update on CTE in Delaware.  He provided statistics on the 

importance of obtaining a license/certificate, associate’s degree and bachelor’s degree and the 

relevance of how one can lead to another.  The Career Pathway model uses rigorous academics 

and career and technical education which will increase the number of young professionals with 

credentials of value for the labor market.  Mr. Luke stated that the Department is building a state-

led model for career and technical education that prepares every student for continuing education 

and career success.   

 The Board recessed from 2:45 p.m. to 2:56 p.m. 

State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/9/14 (30.29) Part 5 Department 
Regulations 

 Tina Shockley presented the Department’s regulations on the Board agenda. 

Regulation 851 – K to 12 Comprehensive Health Education Program.  A motion was made by 

Mr. Melendez to consent to the Secretary’s approval to amend Regulation 851.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Coverdale and carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Regulation 275 – Charter Schools.  A motion was made by Mrs. Rutt to consent to the 

Secretary’s approval to amend Regulation 275.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Melendez and 

failed by roll call vote.  Ayes:  Mr. Coverdale, Mr. Melendez, Dr. Gray.  Nays:  Mr. Heffernan, 

Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Rutt, Dr. Whittaker. 

Regulation 101 State Assessment.  Brian Touchette, highlights the proposed amendments to the 

regulation.  Action on the amendments will be presented to the State Board in December. 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part3.mp3
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part3.mp3
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part3.mp3
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part4.mp3
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part5.mp3
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part5.mp3


October 9, 2014 

 

 

11136 

 

Regulation 923- Children with Disabilities Subpart B – Mary Ann Miezkowski highlighted the 

proposed amendments.  Action on the amendments will be presented in December. 

Regulation 925 – Children with Disabilities Subpart D - Mary Ann Miezkowski highlighted the 

proposed amendments.  Action on the amendments will be presented in December. 

It was noted that Regulation 405 Minor Capital Improvement Programs was for the Board’s 

information. 

State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/9/14 (26.10) Part 6 Charter Schools, 
Professional Standards Board 

 Jen Nagourney presented the Charter School Update.  Seven schools will be in the 

renewal process this year and the timeline was presented.  The Board also received an update on 

the compliance monitoring for Academic Antonia Alonso’s probation. 

Formal Review:  Moyer Academic Institute.  Ms. Nagourney highlighted the formal review.  On 

July 17, 2014, with the assent of the State Board of Education, the Department of Education 

placed the Maurice J. Moyer Academic Institute charter school on Formal Review, pursuant to 

Title 14 Delaware Code § 515(b), to determine whether the charter holder is violating the terms 

of its charter and, if so, whether to order remedial measures.  The Charter School Advisory 

Committee concluded that the charter was out of compliance and recommended revocation of the 

school’s charter.  Secretary Murphy stated his decision was based on if the school was 

effectively serving its students and based on the review of the record he agreed with the Charter 

School Advisory Committee to revoke the school’s charter.  A motion was made by Mr. 

Coverdale to assent to the recommendation of the Secretary.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Melendez and carried unanimously by voice vote.  Secretary Murphy did state that the 

Department would set up a phone line and email dedicated to assist parents with questions for the 

transition to a new school next year.   

 Chris Kenton, Executive Director of the Professional Standards Board, presented the PSB 

items on the Board agenda. 

Regulation 1572 – Teacher of Students Who are Gifted and Talented.  This item will be 

discussed next month as it was not included in the State Registrar. 

Regulation 1512 – Issuance and Renewal of Advanced License.  A motion was made by Mr. 

Hughes to approve publication of the regulation.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Whittaker 

and carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Regulation 1513 – Denial of Licenses.  A motion was made by Mr. Melendez to approve 

publication of the regulation.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Whittaker and carried 

unanimously by voice vote. 

Regulation 1514 – Revocation, Limitation or Suspension of Licenses.  A motion was made by 

Dr. Whittaker to approve publication of the regulation.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Melendez and carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Deputy Attorney General Kirshon informed the State Board that its denial of Regulation 275 and 

its amendments puts the State Board of compliance with the Code and noted that the definition of 

“impact” is in Code.   
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The Board recessed from 3:52 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

State Board of Education Meeting – Audio – 10/9/14 (15.31) Part 7 Revisit Regulation 

275, Appeals and Reviews, Information Items and Adjournment 

 The Board discussed the definition of “impact” and the October 31
st
 deadline that was 

part of the legislation.  A motion was made by Mr. Hughes for the State Board to reconsider its 

action on Regulation 275.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Whittaker and carried with the 

following roll call vote.  Ayes:  Mr. Coverdale, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Melendez, Dr. Whittaker, Dr. 

Gray.  Nays:  Mr. Heffernan, Mrs. Rutt. 

 A motion was made by Mr. Hughes that the State Board approves the amendments to 

Regulation 275, Charter Schools.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Coverdale and carried with 

the following roll call vote:  Ayes:  Mr. Coverdale, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Melendez, Dr. Whittaker, 

Dr. Gray.  Nays:  Mr. Heffernan, Mrs. Rutt. 

 Dr. Gray noted the information items listed on the Board’s agenda.  There being no 

further business, a motion was made by Mrs. Rutt to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 

seconded by Dr. Whittaker and carried unanimously by voice vote.  The meeting adjourned at 

4:16 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted; 

 

 

 

Mark T. Murphy, Executive Secretary 

and Secretary of Education 

  
 

 

 

 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part7.mp3
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/ddoe/sbe/10-9-14Part7.mp3

